
Each year, gray whales travel thousands of 
miles from the Arctic Ocean to the warm 
waters of Baja California’s lagoons to 
court, mate, give birth, and care for their 
young. Join us for the best of Baja! Take 
part in one of the most unique natural 
wonders of the world. Visit the peninsula’s 
whale sanctuaries for arm’s-length 
encounters with these giant mammals. 
Plus, you can sample local foods and 
explore the arid peninsula of Baja 
California, home to over 600 endemic 
plants including the unique boojum tree, 
towering cardon cactus, and the contorted 
elephant tree.

•	 See	gray	whales	up	close	and	personal!	
Enjoy	thrilling	opportunities	to	encounter	
these	gentle	giants	from	a					small	boat.

•	 Experience	the	crystal-clear	waters,	pristine	
beaches,	geology,	and	wildlife	of	Coronado	
Island	in	the	Sea	of	Cortez.

•	 Stroll	the	charming	Malecón	boardwalk	in	La	
Paz.

•	 Explore	scenic	desert	landscapes	of	gigantic	
granite	boulders,	boojum	trees,	cardon	cacti	
and	elephant	trees.

•	 Assist	in	gathering	data	for	Happywhale,	a	
marine	mammal	monitoring	program.	 	
happywhale.com/home	
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to search for the gray 
whales. Free time offers 
nature activities such as 
hiking, biking or paddle 
boating. A palapa restaurant 
provides all meals and a 
space to gather for lectures, 
relaxation, or reading. 
Overnight at Eco Camp 
Kuyima. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 9 - SAN 
IGNACIO 
Continue the whale 
experience in San Ignacio 
Lagoon. To reach the 
remote lagoon, cross an 
open stretch of desert and 
a salty mudflat. Again board 
small pangas for a memorable ride among the whales. After lunch 
enjoy the tranquility of the lagoon and search for migrant birds 
along the shore. Overnight at Eco Camp Kuyima. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 10 - GUERRERO NEGRO 
Last whale outing in San Ignacio lagoon this morning. After lunch 
return to San Ignacio to visit the mission and stroll in the laurel 
filled plaza. Continue the to drive Guerrero Negro, home to the 
largest salt plant in the world, an immense salt marsh, and a whale 
sanctuary that receives a record number of migrant gray whales each 
year. Dinner is at the hotel. Overnight at Hotel Half Way Inn. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 11 - CATAVIÑA 
Adjacent to Guerrero Negro is Scammons Lagoon, the gray whale 
sanctuary that receives the record number of whales each year. 
Enter the sanctuary by driving through La Exportadora de Sal, one 
of the largest salt plants in the world and learn about its activities. 
At Scammon’s Lagoon, board small pangas for two memorable 
encounters among the whales with a brief break between the 
outings. Continue the drive to Cataviña with a nature walk in an 
area rich with desert vegetation. Enter Reserva de los Cirios named 
in honor of the endemic, tall, graceful Boojum tree, Baja’s signature 
plant. Arrive in the famed Cataviña boulder fields located in the 
enchanting Central Desert. A combination of sun, sand, gigantic 
granite boulders, Boojum trees, Cardon cacti and Elephant trees 
create a superb desert garden landscape. Settle in at the hotel and 
enjoy a dinner fiesta evening. Overnight at La Misión. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 12 - SAN DIEGO 
Begin the day with a beautiful walk in the magnificent Cataviña 
desert garden, including a visit to a small cave with simple rock 
art. Enjoy a farewell lunch in a restaurant facing the San Quintín 
Bay. In Ensenada, take time for a brief stroll in the main streets and 
along the waterfront. The drive today is eight hours to the border 
and across into San Diego with dinner en route. Settle into the hotel 
after an evening arrival. Your guide is available to assist with flight 
check-in and/or hotel departures the following day. Overnight at 
Courtyard Marriot. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 13 - DEPART 
Independent domestic departures. 

FEBRUARY 4 - LA PAZ 
Upon arrival at Los Cabos International Airport, travel about 2.5 
hours to the hotel in La Paz. Participants should arrive no later 
than 3 pm. Although La Paz is the most important city of the 
southern part of the peninsula, its tree-lined streets and calm, clear 
bays inspire tranquility. A walk along the malecón is a treat. This 
evening 7 pm welcome orientation at the hotel, then walk to a 
restaurant on the marina for dinner. Overnight at Hyatt Place. (D)

FEBRUARY 5 - LORETO 
Depart for Loreto. The six hour drive crosses an important 
agricultural area where Crested Caracaras can often be seen 
perched on fence posts. Take a detour to Bahía Magdalena for an 
unforgettable experience: a boat ride in a gray whale sanctuary to 
view these giant mammals at arm’s length; some even let themselves 
be pet! Continue to Loreto, the oldest mission and permanent 
settlement of California. The city also served as the capital of the 
territory for over 100 years and the mission is still standing today. 
Arrive at your hacienda style hotel, facing the Sea of Cortez and  
have dinner at the restaurant after checking in. Overnight at La 
Misión. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 6 - LORETO 
The island studded portion of the Sea of Cortez facing Loreto is 
protected by the Loreto Bay National Marine Park. Board a boat to 
encircle the dramatic Coronado Island, which offers azure waters, 
interesting geology, a colony of sea lions, and more. Return to 
Loreto for lunch and head for the mountains. The city is surrounded 
by the impressively rugged peaks of the Sierra de la Giganta, 
providing the scenery for one of the peninsula’s most beautiful 
side excursions, a drive along steep walls to San Javier Mission and 
village. Known as “the jewel of the missions,” San Javier is one of 
the best preserved missions, proud of its original orchard planted 
by the missionaries. Stop at a goat ranch to learn about daily life 
and the process of making goat cheese. Practice hands on tortilla 
making. Dinner is at a traditional “Palapa” local restaurant this 
evening. Overnight at La Misión. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 7 - SAN IGNACIO 
The variety of scenery makes the five hour drive between Loreto 
and San Ignacio particularly interesting. Drive along the crystal 
blue waters of Bahía de Concepción, with a stop at one of its 
unspoiled beaches, to observe mangroves rich in bird life. Continue 
to Mulege, a mission settlement on a riverbed lined with palm 
trees. In Santa Rosalia visit the old French Quarter to learn how 
the French established this copper mining town and brought over 
the prefabricated iron church designed by Gustave Eiffel that still 
stands today. Head north and climb one of the steepest grades in 
the peninsula leading to the “Tres Virgenes” volcanoes. Arrive in 
San Ignacio, a charming town that developed around its imposing 
18th century mission, still in use today, in the midst of a lush, 
tranquil oasis and a plaza filled with Indian laurel trees. Continue to 
the isolated remote San Ignacio Lagoon crossing an open stretch of 
desert and a salty mudflat. Settle at the Eco Camp. Dinner is at the 
camp restaurant. Overnight at Eco Camp Kuyima. (BLD)

FEBRUARY 8 - SAN IGNACIO 
Spend a total of three nights in the rustic, yet cozy Eco Camp 
located on the shores of the lagoon. Take part in daily outings 

BLD = BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER

ITINERARY
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$4,515 (minimum of 7 participants)
Cost includes accommodations, meals, entrance fees, and activities 
listed in itinerary, private vehicle transportation unless otherwise 
noted in itinerary, non-alcoholic beverages with meals, full time 
guide for duration of program, most tips/gratuities, bottled water on 
the bus, carbon offset, departure tax, and donation for Projects for 
Wildlife. 
Does not include international airfare, gratuities for guide or driver, 
alcoholic beverages, or items of a personal nature.

Cost is based on double occupancy; single rooms may be available at an 
additional cost of $1160. A $200 per person deposit and enrollment 
form are required to reserve your space on the trip. This deposit is 
refundable excluding a $100 cancellation fee until November 01, 2019, 
at which time non-refundable final payment is due.

THE FINE PRINT

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants. These plans help provide coverage once the trip has 
departed and offer benefits for Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & 
Sickness Medical Expenses, Emergency Evacuation and more. Refer to 
the Plan Document for more details.
Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the Group 
Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/Interruption, in 
addition to many other insurance benefits and non-insurance assistance 
services. If interested in this optional plan, we can provide you with 
rates and plan details.

TRAVEL PROTECTION

MEET YOUR  LEADER
Alicia Amerson is a 
published author, marine 
biologist, podcast host, 
PMP project manager, and 
IACT hypnocoach.

She is a strategic 
visionary with expertise 
in international marine 
conservation and 
biodiversity research 
projects. She earned 
a Master’s degree in 
Marine Biodiversity and 

Conservation from Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
where she studied sustainable ecotourism in the gray whale-
watching industry. She travelled the entire gray whale 
migration from Canada to Mexico to observe sustainable 
tourism operations.

Amerson’s adventures start with her innate curiosity about 
the environment. As a young child she wandered the globe 
through the World Book Encyclopedia and through her 
community on the back of a horse. She credits her love of 
adventure and nature to her horses who taught her to capture 
the beauty in the moment. She began to travel and dreamed 
of taking people along with her to experience nature, wildlife, 
and the opportunities that exist to make the world a better 
place.

PRICING



ACTIVITY NOTE: Participants must be 
able to endure extended driving periods, 
drives on dirt roads for up to 2 hours 
each way and be able to board small 
fishing boats (pangas) with the possibility 
of encountering rough seas. Walks are 
usually short and on relatively flat terrain, 
however, often on uneven ground. There 
are options for short but steep hikes. 
If participants cannot join, he/she may 
spend time around the flat area while the 
activity is in process.

PHOTOS BY:  Alicia Amerson, Ryan 
Harvey, Debbie Sturdivant, and Manjith 
Kainickara

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO 
ENROLL:  
Visit holbrook.travel/pfw-mx20 or contact 
Jen Hajj at
jenhajj@holbrooktravel.com or 801-671-9505


